America’s Tank. Division
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ability on the battlefield,” said Sgt. 1 Class
Zachary Coats, platoon sergeant, Com-
pany A, 16 EN. “We should do this sort
of training semi-annually. The more we
train the better we are.”

But the battlefield evolved during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, and the division’s en-
gineers adapted to the requirements of the
mission, fulfilling a variety of roles as the
situation dictated.

The requirements for breaching obstacles
under fire and providing cover for troops
and armor moving across the battlefield
were supplanted by a need to dispose of
ordnance, rebuild local communities and
combat patrols within Task Force 1* Ar-
mored Division’s area of operations.

The engineers’ role may have changed for
the short term but the need to maintain a
%} high level of readiness for traditional mis- 445;
1 sions has not taken a back seat in the
minds’ of engineer leadership.

“This training is not obsolete and is help-
ing us to build unit cohesion,” said Com-
mand Sgt. Major Lawrence Miller, 40*
EN top NCO. “We have the opportunity
to sharpen skills that may have deterio-
rated during the deployment as well as get
the new Soldiers into the team.”

Realizing that the engineers’ mission in
Iraq was different in many aspects allows
leaders like Miller and Coats to identify
and implement training at all levels ad-
dressing Soldiers’ and units’ needs to be
fully mission capable.

“We didn’t get a chance to use our equip-
ment to the fullest down range, but we
; are refocusing during our training here,”
W, : explained Coats.
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